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Confusion Exists In Kansas Over Delinquent Taxes

Some county officials are asking Kansas lawmakers to clarify whether back taxes on personal
property follow the property, or be assessed to its owner.

The confusion arises when someone buys property, such as a boat or trailer, and then discovers the
previous owner had not paid all the taxes. The state says the unpaid taxes follow the property. But
some counties say the original owner should be responsible for paying the delinquent taxes.

Kansas officials say state law clearly requires that the tax bill stay with the property. The Topeka
Capital-Journal reports many counties do not interpret the law that way.

The discrepancy became more apparent when the Kansas Department of Revenue launched a
program in May 2012 that allows county treasurers to more easily communicate with each other.
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